This Sunday’s
Counsel

THEME:
We know and follow
Christ’s teachings
when we are pru-
dent and trustwor-
thy stewards of
God’s gifts and pro-
visions.

PROMISE:
“This is good and
pleasing to God our
savior, who wills
everyone to be saved
and to come to
knowledge of the
truth.” (1 Tim 2:3,
4).

WORD:
Am 8:4-7/ Ps 113:1-
2, 4-6, 7-8/ 1 Tim
2:1-8/ Lk 16:1-13

ORDERS:

e Prepare a full ac-
count of your stew-
ardship. (Lk 16:2b)

DIRECTIONS:

e Generously and
joyfully share your
time, treasure and
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True Measure Of Success

REFLECTION:

Do you give priority
to work for your spiri-
tual salvation?

The 1st reading
depicts how social in-
justice is committed by
the disregard of hu-
man dignity in ex-
change for wealth and
money. The prophet
Amos said that God’s
concern is our salva-
tion and should be our
primary concern too. In the 2nd reading,
St. Paul counsels us that our prayers
should be accompanied by a life of justice
and respect for human dignity.

Jesus is a very practical man and His
parables lead us to life stories that some-
times disturb us. The Gospel parable tells
us, “And the master commended the dis-
honest steward for acting prudently. For
the children of this world are more pru-
dent in dealing with their own generation
than are the children of light.” (Lk 16:8).
The master’s reaction of commending and
praising the dishonest steward is confus-

future. He lessened
the goods or amount
due to the master to
earn a favor from the
debtors, and by win-
ning them as friends
he might be able to
save himself and se-
cure his future needs,
for he is not strong
enough to work.
Is Jesus telling us
that the action of the
steward is worth
emulating? Definitely not! The lesson that
Jesus wants to convey is the quick and
immediate action of the dishonest steward
to save himself and his future. It is not the
act of squandering and cheating that are
being commended but by such prudence
on the part of the steward to act promptly
to save himself. This should be the kind of
attitude when it comes to our spiritual
salvation, to act prudently when our sal-
vation is at stake.
If we are able to make plans for our
future, make interventions and sacrifices
for worldly goods, how much more should
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ail(lletcl) ;dvoansgihe job had devised a scheme to secure his investments! We exert so much time and
kingdom of God. Success - See Page 2
Tending The Best Use Of Wealth
the Flock Telling the Parable of the dishonest but very crafty administrator,
Christ teaches his disciples the best way to use money and material

riches, that is, to share them with the poor, thus acquiring their friendship,

with a view to the Kingdom of Heaven...

Money is not “dishonest” in itself, but more than anything else it can close
man in a blind egocentrism. It therefore concerns a type of work of “conversion”
of economic goods: instead of using them only for self-interest, it is also neces-
sary to think of the needs of the poor, imitating Christ himself, who, as St Paul
wrote: “though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that by his pov-

erty you might become rich” (2 Cor 8: 9).

It seems paradoxical: Christ has not enriched us with his richness but with
his poverty, with his love that brought him to give himself totally to us.

Here one could open up a vast and complex field of reflection on the theme
of poverty and riches, also on a world scale, in which two logics of economics
oppose each other: the logic of profit and that of the equal distribution of goods,
which do not contradict each other if their relationship is well ordered.

~ Pope Benedict XVI

Angelus Message, September 23, 2007
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Right Attitude Though our Lovd: Jesus Christ was rich,

A perfect religious exterior can serve to
hide the mere satisfaction of one’s own needs,
the quest of personal prestige, the desire for

a certain social status or to keep things under control,
the thirst for power and privilege, the desire for recog-
nition and so on... The Lord demands a different atti-
tude. To follow him does not mean to become part of a
court or a triumphal procession, or even to receive a
lifetime insurance policy. On the contrary, it means
“carrying one’s cross”: shouldering, like him, one’s own
burdens and those of others, making one’s life a gift,
not a possession, spending it in imitation of his own
generous and merciful love for us. These are decisions

that engage the totality of our lives.

~ Pope Francis

he became poor,
so-that by his poverty yow might be rich.

Last Week’s Prophecies

o}

given.

o My child, there can be no healing unless there is first

forgiveness.

e There is no greater sin that I cannot forgive.
I came to search for you and I will find you for

4& I have loved you.
% }\ e Your heart is not made out of stone but is
=

made out of love. Forgive and you will be for-

Success - Cont'd from Page 1

effort to acquire wealth and per-
sonal needs, so we must also exert
extra effort and exhaust all means
for our spiritual wellness. The world
equates success to fame, wealth, po-
sition and power. If the world de-
fines prosperity as success, with Je-
sus 1t is righteousness. It is not
what we see from the outside but
what is in one’s heart. Money and
material possessions are good, but
these can only become God’s bless-
ings if shared with others, with the
mindset that everything comes from
God and should be used for His
honor and glory.

The letter of St. Paul to Timothy
exhorts us, “First of all, I ask that

supplications, prayers, petitions and
thanksgiving be offered to everyone,
for kings and for all in authority,
that we may lead a quiet and tran-
quil life” (1 Tim 2:1). It gives a clear
view on what intervention should be
done to prepare us. Yes, it is
through constant communication to
our Father through prayer. And
praying not only for our needs and
sanctification but for the holiness
and transformation of others as
well. We are blessed to be part of the
community where we are being
nourished by God’s word, through
our weekly word sharing circles, and
communing and being united with
our Triune God through our weekly

worship. Our service to Jesus is the
love of the Lord being extended and
manifested through our love and
care to our brothers and sisters in
community and to the poor commu-
nities and outreaches. Are we not on
the right track of pleasing our God
and saving for our future, that
through His grace we can attain sal-
vation?

It is clear that God, our Father,
is so concerned with His children; it
is His desire for all of us to be saved.
St. Paul gives us this assurance,
“This is good and pleasing to God
our savior, who wills everyone to be
saved and to come to knowledge of
the truth,” (1 Tim 2:3, 4).




